TIPS FOR GREAT SIGHTREADING

1. Always note the key signature, meter, clefs and tempo indications st the beginning of the piece. Be
sure to spot any places where these change,

2. When reading books, you probably know that fast readers don’t move their lips as they read. The same
thing goes for reading notes- PLAY WITHOUT PAUSING ON EVERY NOTE.

3. Just as you wouldn’t point to each word when reading a sentence, try to read your music WITHOUT
LOOKING DOWN AT THE KEYBOARD.

4. Get in the habit of LOOKING AHEAD - iry to take in one or two measures ahead of where you are.
5. READ CHORDS FROM THE BOTTOM UP.

In order to train your reflexes to respond properly to the notes printed on a page of music, it is important

to play music at sight without changing speed or stopping. The signals seen by your cyes must be
instantly translated to motions by your hands and fiset.

The best way to accomplish this training is by using a metronome. But it is essential that the tempo of the
metronome’s clicks corresponds with your present level of ability. Choose a tempo siow enough to enable
you to play the piece you choose with 2 minimum number of mistakes {(but not so siow that there is no
chalienge at all).

If you hit wrong notes, DON’T CORRECT THEM. Keep moving at afl times. Once you have completed
a piece, make a pencil notetion of the exact metronome marking you used and the date, and go on to the
next piece. DO NOT REPEAT THE PIECE. ALWAYS MOVE AHEAD TO ANOTHER PIECE.



Sight Reading Progress Chart

Name

Title of piece 1st reading 2nd reading 3rd reading Completed
date | success date | success gate | success . date | success

Use 1,2,3,4, 10 indicate success

1= played perfectly

2= did not stop; only had 1-2 mistakes
3= did not stop; had lots of mistakes
4= stopped a ot; had 'ots of mistakes



Music Library Checkout Form

NAME PHONE
TESTING RESULTS IND. _ GUIDED_______ INST._____ CHALLENGE
DATE TESTED

NAME OF BOCK KIND OF READING DATE OUT DATE IN
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